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ii.
SETTING.
A nearly bare stage with a stand bearing a large book, the First
Folio, down center. There is a projection screen on the back wall.
(Projection photos accompany the script).
CHARACTERS.
A Scholar
Will Shaksper.
Edward de Vere.
A Recorded Voice.

Down Center is a stand bearing a large book: The First
Folio. There is a projection screen on the back wall.
SCHOLAR enters.
PROJECTION #1: Droeshout portrait of Shakespeare.
SCHOLAR
I am in search of William Shakespeare. The writer and the man. I find that in his lifetime,
little has been written about him as a person. Only as a writer. Very odd. So I search for
clues in the first collected works of Shakespeare.
(crosses to the Folio)
The First Folio of 1623.
PROJECTION #2: Digges quote.
SCHOLAR (CONT’D)
Here is a reference by Leonard Digges, speaking of Shakespeare's “Stratford moniment.”
But there are sixteen Stratfords in England.
PROJECTION #3: Jonson quote.
SCHOLAR (CONT’D)
And on another page, rival poet and playwright Ben Jonson, who had been hired by the
book's benefactors, the Herbert brothers, to organize the materials in the Folio, calls
Shakespeare the “Sweet Swan of Avon.” There are eight Avon rivers in Britain. I can find
no biographical information within the Folio. And nothing about the writer in London.
Strange. So I put two and two together and I discover, after a four days journey from
London by horse, the tiny market town of Stratford-upon-Avon. At the Holy Trinity
Church, I find the names of townspeople buried there: Rebecca Talbot, Violet Flower,
Harriet Stubbs. And then I see a memorial bust...
PROJECTION #4: Original memorial bust.
SCHOLAR
Of a man named ...
Enter WILL SHAKSPER.
SHAKSPER
Will Shaksper!
He bows to the Audience.

2.
SCHOLAR
Not “Shakespeare” exactly.
SHAKSPER
But close enough! What do you want from me? Spelling was never my strong suit.
SCHOLAR
What troubles me is this memorial bust. After all, they're meant to depict one's
occupation in life, but I can see no image of a writer here! This man seems to be
clutching a sack of grain.
SHAKSPER
What should I be clutching, Harriet Stubbs?
SCHOLAR
This is an engraving of the original bust. I then learn that the locals referred to old Will
simply as a grain dealer.
PROJECTION #5: Grain references.
SCHOLAR
These Stratford references tie him to grain, malt, corn...
SHAKSPER
Hey!
SCHOLAR
Yes, and hay.
SHAKSPER
Well, did you never stop to think that I may have kept my writings a secret from them?
SCHOLAR
Now, why would you do that?
SHAKSPER
Oh, good question.
SCHOLAR
Funny, your family never claimed to know you as a writer. Nor did anyone in the town of
Stratford.
SHAKSPER
Not their fault. Ignorant clack-dishes, all of 'em!

3.
SCHOLAR
A town with only a few books - most of them Bibles. And then I find this troublesome
grave inscription written upon the floor.
PROJECTION #6: Grave inscription.
SHAKSPER
(racing through it, memorized)
Good friend for Jesus sake forebear‚
To dig the dust encloséd here‚
Blessed be the man that spares these stones
And cursed be he that moves my bones.
He smiles proudly.
Enter EDWARD DE VERE, with walking stick.
DE VERE
Did the greatest poet of the English language write such doggerel?
SHAKSPER
What's wrong with it?
DE VERE
Oh, I don't know. It just sounds a bit odd next to:

No longer mourn for me when I am dead,
Than you shall hear the surly sullen bell‚
Give warning to the world that I am fled‚
From this vile world, with vilest worms to dwell:
Nay, if you read this line, remember not
The hand that writ it; for I love you so,
That I in your sweet thoughts would be forgot,
If thinking on me then should make you woe.
O, if, I say, you look upon this verse,
When I perhaps compounded am with clay,
Do not so much as my poor name rehearse;
But let your love even with my life decay:
Lest the wise world should look into your moan,
And mock you with me after I am gone.
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SHAKSPER
Why, a man would have to have stones the size of Westminster to fit all that. Besides, a
bit showy, don’t you think?
DE VERE
Well, I guess I had something to show. 'Twas by Shakespeare, you clod! Why criticize it
if you wrote it?
SHAKSPER
Modesty. I later simplified my style.
DE VERE
To fit your mind, no doubt.
(to the Scholar)
Maybe you can find some answers in this dolt’s last will and testament.
Each picks up a copy of the will.
PROJECTION #7: The will.
SCHOLAR
Silver gilt bowl.
DE VERE
One plate.
SCHOLAR
Jewels.
DE VERE
One sword.
SCHOLAR
Household stuff.
DE VERE
“And I give unto my wife my second best bed.”
Scholar and de Vere look accusingly at Shaksper.
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SHAKSPER
What?
(beat)
Hey, didn't I leave some money for remembrance rings to my dear close Globe
Theatre acting friends Hemings, Condell and uh... um...
DE VERE
Burbage.
SHAKSPER
Who?
DE VERE
Burbage.
Shaksper looks perplexed.
DE VERE (CONT'D)
Richard Burbage!
SHAKSPER
I don’t think so.
DE VERE
Look, it's right here.
Crosses to show him.
SHAKSPER
Ah-hah! So that proves I was a writer at the Globe!
PROJECTION #8: Will interlineations.
DE VERE
It does nothing of the sort. It proves you may have been associated with the Globe. But in
what capacity, we do not know. And why is that line to your fellow Globe associates an
interlineation within the will?
SHAKSPER
Inner-who?
SCHOLAR
It's an interlineation. It was placed there by another clerk in a different hand at a later date.

6.
SHAKSPER
'Tis all that?
DE VERE
'Tis.
SHAKSPER
Are you incinerating that this gift was a mere afterthought by someone else to make it
look like I knew these fellows well?
DE VERE
You couldn't have said it better. For once. But what is missing from this well-itemized
will, Will?
SHAKSPER
Uh..
DE VERE
I mean, besides the missing artwork, tapestries, maps, musical instruments, plays,
manuscripts, and anything else that might tell us that the testator of this document was a
man who appreciated culture. What would one expect to find among the belongings of
the world's best poet and playwright?
SHAKSPER
Pens?
DE VERE
Books, man! Books!
PROJECTION #9: Book list.
SCHOLAR
The Shakespeare works reveal an encyclopedic knowledge of botany, law, philosophy,
astronomy, linguistics, the classics, music, and medicine. They refer to more than double
a hundred texts, some of which were unavailable in England and not yet translated into
the Queen's tongue.
DE VERE
Where are your books, man? Your library?
SCHOLAR
No books have ever emerged that bear his signature, bookplate, or any other such
identifier. His children inherited no books, not even a family Bible. He bequeathed none
to the local grammar school.
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DE VERE
Which was the custom of book-owners. There is also no mention of paper, ink, desks nor
furniture that would hold books.
SHAKSPER
Are you inferring something by that last bit?
DE VERE
No, I am implying something. In fact, I am stating rather clearly that your will reveals
that you had absolutely no interest in anything cultural, nor could you read nor write!
SHAKSPER
I like not your words, sir.
DE VERE
Then I'd appreciate your not claiming them as your own, sirrah! With what proof do you
claim them?
SHAKSPER
My name is William Shakespeare, yours isn't, so there.
DE VERE
Your name is SHAKsper, SHAKsper!
SHAKSPER
I KNOW, I KNOW!
DE VERE
There is no middle “e” within your name, nor no wit within your head! What was your
grandson's name?
SHAKSPER
Quiney Shaxper.
DE VERE
And your father?
SHAKSPER
John Shaksper.
DE VERE
So you are...
SHAKSPER
William Shakespeare!
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DE VERE
How do you spell it?
SHAKSPER
Beg pardon?
DE VERE
A simple question. Asked of a simple man.
SHAKSPER
I find your accusations rather... accusing.
DE VERE
Did I not as Touchstone, warn you by very name, William, the dim-witted country
bumpkin, to stay clear of claiming my works in As You Like It?
SHAKSPER
In the fleeing to Italy bit?
DE VERE
That's All's Well That Ends Well! Do you not even know the works you claim to have
written?
SHAKSPER
Oh come now, everyone confuses those two!
DE VERE
You remember the play?
SHAKSPER
I don't think I saw that one.
DE VERE
Ah-hah!
SHAKSPER
Uh, COMING! I don't think I saw that one COMING! ’Course I know the play, but you
can’t fault me for a faulty memory. Jealousy, milord. You suffer from the red-eyed
monster of jealousy.
The Scholar is about to correct Shaksper, but de Vere
raises his hand, indicating it's not worth bothering.
SHAKSPER (CONT'D)
You just cannot bring yourself to make high account of me.
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DE VERE
For your head upon a pike, I would.
SHAKSPER
’Tis said my wit could stir a heart.
DE VERE
A stomach, perhaps.
SHAKSPER
Jealousy.
DE VERE
Of you, there is no cause.
SHAKSPER
Aye-aye, and good-bye.
DE VERE
Assonance?
SHAKSPER
Name-call if you will!
DE VERE
Then tell me, how on earth did you avoid the Tower after Hamlet?
SHAKSPER
Turned left at Cheapside.
DE VERE
I mean, how was a man of your station in life not imprisoned after mercilessly lampooning
Lord Burghley onstage as Polonius?
SHAKSPER
Did he act in that one?
DE VERE‚
Or the deposition scene in Richard the Second? Or grotesquely lampooning Burghley's
humpbacked son Robert, the most powerful minister in England, as the crooked Richard
the Third?
SHAKSPER
Well, how do you claim to have got out of that tricky biscuit?
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DE VERE‚
Because Burghley was my father-in-law, Cecil my brother-in-law, and I was the Lord
Great Chamberlain of England! Her majesty’s allowed fool. You, on the other hand,
would've had head, hand and gizzard chopped off in the public square had you written
one word against any of them. Well?
SHAKSPER
Gizzard?
DE VERE
Your name is “Shakespeare”? Here.
(hands him a quill)
Pen it out.
SHAKSPER
(uncomfortable)
You know... is this goose? I'm used to goose.
DE VERE
Write it!
Shaksper scratches out a signature.
PROJECTION #10: Shaksper’s signature.
DE VERE
You've never held pen to page in your life, have you?
SHAKSPER
(rubbing a sore hand)
I sign a lot of books in a day... for the fans.
PROJECTION #11: Aubrey quote.
DE VERE
Then why did your first biographer, John Aubrey, write that you, and I quote...
(reads from a scrap of paper)
“Wouldn't be debauched, and if invited to write: he was in pain.”
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SHAKSPER
Why, that's a bold-faced lie!
DE VERE
Oh?
SHAKSPER
Wouldn't be debauched!? Why I was debauched everywhere I went! I was debauched at
the Swan! I was debauched at the Globe! Harriet Stubbs did some fine debauching with
me behind Holy Trinity! Why I was debauched left, right and every which ways to
Sunday! Never debauched!
DE VERE
Granted, Aubrey was an unreliable writer, but why was the rumor roaming round that you
were in pain to hold a pen?
SHAKSPER
Some of them are very heavy!
PROJECTION #12: Shaksper's scratchy signatures.
DE VERE
Not one signature remains from your lengthy existence upon this orb but those few
scratches upon your last will and on one deed.
(looks at signatures projection)
What is that?
SHAKSPER
Why, that's my signature.
DE VERE
This...
PROJECTION #13: de Vere’s fancy signature.
DE VERE (CONT'D)
Is a signature!
Shaksper looks at it.
SHAKSPER
A bit girly, wouldn't you say?
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DE VERE
Go ahead, read it.
(pause)
Aloud.
SHAKSPER
Uh...
DE VERE
You can't read, can you?
SHAKSPER
I'm without my spectacles.
DE VERE
You're illiterate!
SHAKSPER
My spectacles!
DE VERE
You sir, are a spectacle!
SCHOLAR
Edward Oxenford.
SHAKSPER
Oh no, not him!
DE VERE
Yes, him! Edward de Vere, 17th earl of Oxenford. Viscount Bulbeck, Lord of Scales and
Badelsmore. Great Lord Chamberlain of England. At your service.
(pause)
No need to bow or anything.
They both immediately bow.
PROJECTION #14: Shaksper signatures.
DE VERE
What were you trying to accomplish with these cat-scratchings?
SHAKSPER
Many speculate that I could have been... possibly... a bit ill when I signed that.

13.
DE VERE
But the will begins, and I quote, “I, William Shaksper, in perfect health & memory, God
be praised.”
SHAKSPER
Standard issue.
DE VERE
You were asked to sign rather than seal the will. If you had been in poor health, the clerk
would have accepted your seal.
SCHOLAR
Some say he had syphilis.
SHAKSPER
(to himself, realizing)
Harriet Stubbs!
DE VERE
How do you explain the fact that each time you vomited-up a signature on this very
important document, you spelled your own name differently?
SHAKSPER
I like variety.
DE VERE
You can't even spell “variety!”
SHAKSPER
Proves my point.
PROJECTION #15: Signatures of Will's parents and
children.
DE VERE
These are the signatures of your parents and children. It seems clear that none of them
were literate. Did the most erudite writer in the English language not teach his own
children to read his life's work?
SHAKSPER
I had daughters.

14.
DE VERE
Yet the plays abound with female characters who are well-read, versed in philosophy, and
are in every way literate! Let us see if we have this correct.
PROJECTION #16: John Shaksper signature.
DE VERE
Illiterate.
PROJECTION #17: Mary Arden signature.
DE VERE
Illiterate.
PROJECTION #18: Will Shaksper signature.
DE VERE
World's greatest writer.
PROJECTION #19: Judith Shaksper signature.
DE VERE
Illiterate.
PROJECTION #20: Susanna Shaksper signature.
DE VERE
Illiterate. Is that about right?
SHAKSPER
I admit, it doesn't look good.
SCHOLAR
And why the hyphen?
DE VERE
Do you even know what a hyphen is?
SHAKSPER
Yes, I know what a hyphen is. And I'd like to hit you with one right now.
PROJECTION #21: Quartos.
SCHOLAR
Out of the 48 individual quarto editions of the plays, 16 were published with no author's
name. Of the 32 quartos that credited an author, 15...
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DE VERE
(to Shaksper)
That's nearly half of them.
SCHOLAR
Hyphenated the name. However, in Stratford legal documents, your name was never
hyphenated.
DE VERE
A hyphen would be quite abnormal for a real Elizabethan, but they are often used in
pseudonyms and character names, especially when using a verb-object combination, such
as Martin Mar-prelate, Thomas Cut-wood, Doll Tear-sheet, Simon Smell-knave.
SCHOLAR
And why the anonymous quartos?
DE VERE
Yes!
SHAKSPER
What is this, the Star Chamber?
DE VERE
If you had traveled to London to become a rich and famous writer, why then were so
many of your texts first published anonymously? That means with no name attached to
them.
SHAKSPER
I know what anonymous is, I saw the movie!
PROJECTION #22: Anonymous plays.
DE VERE
Romeo and Juliet, Henry the Fifth, Richard the Third, Titus Andronicus. All with no name.
SHAKSPER
I can explain that.
DE VERE
Well?
SHAKSPER
Have you ever seen Titus Andronicus?

16.
DE VERE
Fair enough. But what about the others? And what of this anonymous poem...
(takes out page)
Wits Recreation, which is addressed...
PROJECTION #23: Wits Recreation.
VOICE
To Mr. William Shake-speare.
Shake-speare, we must be silent in thy praise,
'Cause our encomions will but blast thy bays
Which envy could not, that thou didst so well;
Let thine own histories prove thy Chronicle.
SHAKSPER
(looking around)
Is that you, God?
SCHOLAR
Why must we be silent in praising Shakespeare? And do his histories prove his own
story? Shall we investigate this further?
SHAKSPER
No, we shalln’t.
DE VERE
Or do you wish to admit here and now that you're a fraud?
SHAKSPER
A fraud?! How dare you, sir.
DE VERE
Milord.
SHAKSPER
Milord, thank you. How dare you, milord? What elitists you people are! I am a humble
man, yes. I come from humble stock. But does that excuse me from having a brain? Does
that prelude me from having a thought in my mind? A feeling in my head? A song in my
heart? From humble people, yes. But if you tickle us, do we not, uh... laugh very hardly.
If you, uh... poke us with a long pointy stick, do we not... get poked?
(exasperated)
’Zounds!
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SCHOLAR
Uh... returning to the burial monument to find answers only brings more questions...
PROJECTION #24: Revised monument.
SCHOLAR (CONT'D)
Because it's been changed. Altered to present the man, formerly depicted as a grain
dealer, now as a writer. Why was it changed? And why does it now resemble that famous
face from the First Folio?
PROJECTION #25: Droeshout portrait.
DE VERE
The so-called “portrait” of William Shakespeare.
SCHOLAR
The engraver, Martin Droeshout, was a mere 15 years old when Will Shaksper died.
SHAKSPER
I did what now?
SCHOLAR
Why would the publishers choose him to capture a stranger's likeness?
DE VERE
Likeness? Why, this is a caricature! A joke!
SHAKSPER
Hey.
SCHOLAR
The head seems disengaged from the body.
DE VERE
And is disproportionately enormous!
SCHOLAR
The Dutch-styled haircut looks like a bad wig.
DE VERE
The hair is longer on the left side than on the right.
SHAKSPER
My barber had one eye!
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SCHOLAR
The mouth is too small.
DE VERE
And off-center.
SCHOLAR
The ear is malformed, and it connects in a very clear line from the ear to the chin.
DE VERE
Suggesting a mask!
SCHOLAR
The expression on the face...
DE VERE
Mask-like!
SCHOLAR
The subject of the portrait...
DE VERE
Didn't even take the time to shave!
SHAKSPER
I was in a hurry that day! Errands to run.
SCHOLAR
And the rather high-class doublet is disproportionately odd.
DE VERE
To make room for that huge floating water-bloated head of his!
SCHOLAR
But the oddest thing about the doublet is that the right and left sides of the front of it are
different. You see the large winged lapel on the figure's right side? It is actually what one
would find if looking at the back of the left side. It is as if the sitter had two left hands. Is
it meant to suggest that he therefore could not write?
DE VERE
Since left-handed people were “corrected” in those days.
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SHAKSPER
(realizing)
So, that's why that suit was so cheap!
SCHOLAR
And there is nothing in this portrait to suggest that the sitter was a writer, as these other
portraits of writers suggest.
PROJECTION #26: Writers.
SCHOLAR
Laurel wreath, skull, ...
DE VERE
Books!
SHAKSPER
You’re obsessed with books!
DE VERE
Some have said so.
SCHOLAR
Gainsborough said...
PROJECTION #27: Droeshout portrait.
DE VERE
I never saw a stupider face!
SHAKSPER
Who?
SCHOLAR
Mark Twain wrote that it resembles nothing so much as it resembles...
DE VERE
A bladder!
SHAKSPER
“Mark Twain!” Doesn't even sound like a real name!
DE VERE
Like “Will Shake Spear”?
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PROJECTION #28: Aubrey.
SCHOLAR
Maybe we can find answers by turning to the first biography of Shakespeare. A very brief
account written in a book called Minutes of Lives by John Aubrey. There's not much here,
however. Written in 1681, Aubrey is the first to tell us that Shakespeare hailed from...
PROJECTION #29: Stratford-on-Avon.
SHAKSPER
Stratford-on-Avon. You see!
SCHOLAR
Sixty-five years after your death, Aubrey writes that you had been...
PROJECTION #30: Teacher, poacher, butcher, Bill.
SCHOLAR
A schoolmaster.
DE VERE
A deer poacher!
SCHOLAR
Had a father who was a butcher.
DE VERE
And wrote your name “Bill” in spit on each page.
SCHOLAR
But none of this was true.
SHAKSPER
But I did spit a lot.
SCHOLAR
Aubrey was not a very reliable biographer, for he also wrote that Ben Jonson had killed
Christopher Marlowe. Aubrey's employer Anthony a Wood called Aubrey...
VOICE
A shiftless person, roving and maggot-headed, and sometimes little better than crazed,
who thought little, believed much, and confused everything.
All look around hunting again for that ethereal voice.
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SHAKSPER
Him again!
SCHOLAR
Now, this is a problem because all subsequent biographies of Shakespeare were written
over a hundred years later, based upon erroneous facts and suspiciously tall tales. And
built upon these fables are the modern biographies, full of...
DE VERE
“He probably did this” and “he must have done that.”
SCHOLAR
What we do know for certain about the man from Stratford...
SHAKSPER
Hey, I'm standing right here.
SCHOLAR
Excuse me. All we do know about you can be found in the records. In Stratford, we have
notices of your christening and marriage. But in London, a very strange record has a man
filing a writ of protection for fear that he stood...
DE VERE
In danger of death or bodily hurt.
SCHOLAR
The poor man, one William Waite...
SHAKSPER
A tottering maggot-pie!
SCHOLAR
Feared you and your friend, Francis Langley, owner of the famous Swan Theatre.
SHAKSPER
And shugging den!
SCHOLAR
So you were hanging with a pretty tough crowd while in London.
SHAKSPER
What more would you expect from the man who penned Richard the Third and Henry the
First?
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DE VERE
Fifth.
SHAKSPER
Fifth, Henry the Fifth!
SCHOLAR
We see you're in court suing one John Clayton...
SHAKSPER
A be-slubbering clotpole!
SCHOLAR
For an overdue debt payment of £7 plus interest. Was the great William Shakespeare a
money lender?
SHAKSPER
What's wrong with that? Helping the less-fortuned.
SCHOLAR
In London, you're listed as a tax delinquent in 1591, 1599 and 1600.
SHAKSPER
What!? My accounts man shall hear about this!
DE VERE
And back home in the tiny town of Stratford, you are recorded as hoarding 80 bushels of
malt corn during a time of shortage!
SHAKSPER
Yeah, but that malt corn's pretty sweet.
SCHOLAR
Perhaps your personal letters can shed some light on your life. Let us now take a look at
the letters written by William Shakespeare.
PROJECTION #31: Blank screen.
All three men look at the screen.
SHAKSPER
(Pause, then calling to the booth)
Hey! Hey there! He asked to see my letters.
(MORE)

23.
SHAKSPER (CONT'D)
(Pause. Nothing)
Where are they?
DE VERE
Precisely! There are none!
SCHOLAR
Not one letter has ever been found written by anyone named William Shaksper, or for
that matter, William Shakespeare.
DE VERE
(to Shaksper)
Care to explain?
SHAKSPER
I wish to have my attorney present.
DE VERE
Well?
SHAKSPER
(pause)
I prefer to let my work say all that's in my head.
DE VERE
Oh, a one-act, is it?
SHAKSPER
My plays can speak for themselves!
DE VERE
Good, because you certainly can't speak for them. Whatever happened to that mysterious
Henry the First you wrote?
SHAKSPER
Henslowe probably lost it! Figures!
DE VERE
You're as simple-minded as the porter in the Scottish play, aren't you?
SHAKSPER
The what?
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DE VERE
You know: “Double, double, toil and trouble.”
SHAKSPER
Why is the toilet in trouble? Oh, you mean Macbeth?
De Vere and Scholar fidget.
SCHOLAR
We like to call it the “Scottish play.”
DE VERE
Have you never been inside a playhouse, man!
SHAKSPER
You know I have. How else could I have writ my great work Hamlet? Oh, forgive me, the
“Swedish play.”
SCHOLAR
It bears repeating that not one letter or manuscript has ever been found written by a William
Shakespeare.
Pause.
SHAKSPER
(to audience)
Pregnant pause.
SCHOLAR
So, if we can't find anything in your own handwriting, perhaps we can find your friends.
PROJECTION #32: Wriothesley.
SCHOLAR (CONT'D)
Based upon the intimate dedications found in your poems Venus and Adonis and The
Rape of Lucrece, we may assume that here is one very close friend.
DE VERE
Recognize that face?
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SHAKSPER
(guessing)
Lucrece?
DE VERE
Oh dear!
SCHOLAR
This is nobleman Henry Wriothesley, Earl of Southampton.
SHAKSPER
Ah, my old friend Henley!
DE VERE
Henry!
SHAKSPER
The Fifth!
SCHOLAR
But there is no record that a Will Shaksper or Shakespeare ever met Southampton!
SHAKSPER
What!? Who's keeping these records?
DE VERE
Yet the dedications would seem quite out-of-place if written by a commoner to a lord he
had never met nor known quite intimately.
PROJECTION #33: Herbert brothers.
SCHOLAR
Your First Folio was dedicated to two noble brethren...
They both look to Shaksper.
SHAKSPER
They're not Lucrece.
SCHOLAR
The Herbert brothers, earls of Pembroke and Montgomery.
SCHOLAR
But there is no record that a Will Shaksper or Shakespeare ever met William Herbert, earl
of Pembroke.
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DE VERE
And...
SHAKSPER
Wait, let me guess. There is no record that a Will Shaksper or Shakespeare ever met, uh...
that other earl.
SCHOLAR
That's right.
SHAKSPER
Because I prefer to keep my private life private!
SCHOLAR
What is odd is that there is indeed no record of William Shakespeare, the great playwright
and poet, ever having met anyone!
SHAKSPER
I say screw the paparazzi!
SCHOLAR
No one ever described him personally, no one ever wrote about seeing him out on the
town, acting in a play, drunk in a gutter...
SHAKSPER
Oh, thank the stars for that!
SCHOLAR
With eyes of blue, or were they green?
SHAKSPER
Green!?
DE VERE
Think of it! He was the man who never was! Why is that?
SHAKSPER
(earnestly getting caught up in this)
Sounds mysterious.
SCHOLAR
A man of letters, Henry Peachum, published the puzzling Minerva Britanna in 1612.
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PROJECTION #34: Minerva Britanna.
SHAKSPER
Didn't know WHAT he was talking about!
SCHOLAR
A book of baffling emblems and anagrams in honor of the great people of the Elizabethan
and Jacobean days. The title refers to one who is Britain's Minerva or Athena, the patron
of poetry and wisdom, who was born shaking a spear, whose helmet bestowed invisibility
upon the wearer. Who was the Minerva of England? Britain's spear-shaker? Does this
cover depict him?
SHAKSPER
Nope!
DE VERE
Peachum knew people's secrets, but he also knew how to practice discretion.
PROJECTION #35: Minerva close-up.
SCHOLAR
The Latin inscription tells of an invisible writer seen only in the mind's eye. The drawing
depicts a man writing from behind what appears to be a theatre curtain. Was Peachum
trying to tell us something about Shakespeare?
SHAKSPER
Absolutely not!
SCHOLAR
Do we have the wrong man in Stratford?
SHAKSPER
Negative!
SCHOLAR
After all, his only connections to the writer are a similar name...
SHAKSPER
Similar?!
SCHOLAR
And the words “Stratford” and “Avon” appearing in the First Folio.
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DE VERE
Although not appearing together.
SHAKSPER
Think of my name! My reputation! The Stratford Chamber of Commerce!
SCHOLAR
Let's look at a poem from 1607, Mirrha, the Mother of Adonis...
PROJECTION #36: Mirrha.
SHAKSPER
(trying to obstruct the projection)
No, let’s not!
SCHOLAR
In which William Barksted...
SHAKSPER
A puking liar!
SCHOLAR
Paid tribute to the writer Shakespeare. Speaking of his muse, he writes...
VOICE
But stay my Muse in thine own confines keep,
And wage not war with so dear lov’d a neighbor
But having sung thy day song, rest & sleep
Preserve thy small fame and his greater favor:
His song was worthy merit (Shakspeare he).
SCHOLAR
“His song was worthy merit.” Past tense in 1607!
DE VERE
(to Shaksper)
But you lived until 1616!
SHAKSPER
(confused)
What time is it?

29.
SCHOLAR
Now, let's go back to the Sonnets dedication, printed two years later in 1609.
PROJECTION #37: Sonnets dedication.
VOICE
To the only begetter of
These ensuing sonnets
Mr. W H all happiness
And that eternity
Promised by
Our ever-living poet.
SCHOLAR
Our ever-living poet.
DE VERE
Sounds like he’s already dead by 1609!
SCHOLAR
Looking at the way books of the time usually acknowledged their author...
PROJECTION #38: Othello & Henry IV.
SCHOLAR (CONT'D)
As here in Othello and Henry IV, the name “William Shake-speare” appears between two
lines on the title page.
PROJECTION #39: Sonnets title page.
SCHOLAR
But on the Sonnets title page, there is no name, just the lines.
DE VERE
Are we meant to read between them?
SCHOLAR
Something else about the sonnets themselves. Several of them speak of the writer's name
being forever unknown, while he constantly predicts that the poems themselves shall be
remembered forever.
PROJECTION #40: Sonnets 55, 72, 81.
SCHOLAR
Despite the fact that Sonnet 55 predicts...
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VOICE
Not marble, nor the gilded monuments
Of princes, shall outlive this powerful rhyme.
SCHOLAR
Number 72 tells us...
DE VERE
(steps forth, speaking to the booth to stop the
inevitable recording.)
DE VERE
I'll take it!
After my death, dear love, forget me quite.
My name be buried where my body is,
And live no more to shame nor me, nor you.
SCHOLAR
And 81 declares...
DE VERE
Your name from hence immortal life shall have,
Though I, once gone, to all the world must die.
You still shall live, such virtue hath my pen.
SHAKSPER
(enthralled)
That’s beautiful.
SCHOLAR
If the poems will live on, why not the name of their author?
SHAKSPER
Yes, why?
DE VERE
Unless, of course, “William Shakespeare” wasn't his real name!
SHAKSPER
Blasphemy!
PROJECTION #41: Emerson.
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SCHOLAR
I'm not the only doubter. Ralph Waldo Emerson wrote that...
DE VERE
Other admirable men have led lives in some sort of keeping with their thought; but this
man, in wide contrast.
SHAKSPER
Motley-minded measel!
PROJECTION #42: Henry James.
SCHOLAR
Henry James claimed that...
DE VERE
The divine William is the biggest and most successful fraud ever practiced on a patient
world.
SHAKSPER
Toad-spotted scut!
PROJECTION #43: Twain.
SCHOLAR
And a man who called himself Mark Twain...
SHAKSPER
That one again!
SCHOLAR
Declared...
VOICE
Shaksper had no prominence while he lived, and none until he had been dead two or three
generations. The plays enjoyed high fame from the beginning; and if he wrote them, it
seems a pity the world did not find it out. He ought to have explained that he was the
author, and not merely a nom de plume for another man to hide behind.
SCHOLAR
He concluded, “I only believed Bacon wrote Shakespeare.”
SHAKSPER
Who?

32.
SCHOLAR
“Whereas I knew Shaksper didn't.”
SHAKSPER
What!
DE VERE
So where is your literary trail? Where are your books, your papers, your payments?
SHAKSPER
Why, it's been years! They could easily have been lost, destroyed, burned. Where can you
possibly find evidence for any writer from so long ago?
SCHOLAR
In Diana Price's book, Shake-speare's Unorthodox Biography .
PROJECTION #44: Shake-speare's Unorthodox
Biography.
SHAKSPER
Dammit!
SCHOLAR
Listing the literary trails of 24 playwrights of the period, she found surviving documents
proving that 17 had evidence of an education, 15 left behind correspondence, 16 left
direct evidence of a patron. We have evidence for 15 of the 24 that they were paid to
write. 10 left behind extant manuscripts, 15 left handwritten inscriptions and receipts, 21
left commendatory verses and all 24 were referred to personally as a writer. Plus, we have
books from the private libraries of 10 of these men and notices at their deaths referring to
them as writers. But Shakespeare's name is not on any of these lists. No evidence of
education. No letters, no payments, no manuscripts, no patrons. Not one.
DE VERE
And in 1616, when you, presumably the favorite playwright of both her majesty Queen
Elizabeth and His Majesty King James...
SCHOLAR
Two monarchs, incidentally, who never mentioned the name “William Shakespeare.”
DE VERE
When you shed this mortal coil, do you know what happened in London?
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SHAKSPER
A big memorial?
DE VERE
No.
SHAKSPER
A mournful march in my honor?
DE VERE
Not one foot stirred.
SHAKSPER
Pig-racing on Pickering Heath?
DE VERE
Negative.
SHAKSPER
Burial at Westminster Abbey?
DE VERE
You were stuffed into the dirt under a nameless stone in the tiny town of Stratford-onAvon.
SHAKSPER
Ouch! But in London...
DE VERE
Nothing! Not one man mourned. Not one poem writ. Not one dog barked. Because you,
Will Shaksper, were not the writer, William Shakespeare. And they all knew it. You were
a small-town grain-dealer. Hung around the theatres threatening patrons and lending
money to actors. Maybe even acted in a part or two yourself. But isn't it strange, there are
no anecdotes of your performances during your lifetime? Were you a good actor? A bad
one? A ham?
SHAKSPER
There was ONE story!
DE VERE
Oh yes! Burbage had just got off the stage and was greeted by a lovely young lass, who
chats him up royal! He's the best Richard the Third she's ever seen. Made her weep and
tremble. All the while you are standing behind, eyeing the girl. So Richard and the lass
plan a rendezvous for later that evening.
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SHAKSPER
The Ram Inn at Newington Butts.
DE VERE
But when he arrives that night, he raps on her door. A servant answers. Burbage intones:
“Tell her Richard the Third has arrived.” “Sorry, sir,” says the man, “but my lady is
otherwise occupied.” The disappointed player steps back to see at the upper window this
sweet lass in the arms of a sweaty Shaksper, who yells down to him...
SHAKSPER
“William the Conqueror came before Richard the Third!”
He laughs.
DE VERE
Apocryphal!
SHAKSPER
No, I think her name was Penny.
SCHOLAR
As Dr. Ros Barber points out, many people believe William Shakespeare wrote Hamlet,
Much Ado About Nothing and Love's Labor's Lost because the Shakespeare name was
printed on the plays. But that name also appeared on plays Shakespeare did not write,
such as The London Prodigal, The Widow of Watling Street, and The Birth of Merlin.
DE VERE
(to Shaksper)
Well?
SHAKSPER
What does my barber have to do with this?
SCHOLAR
This begs the questions, was Will Shaksper from Stratford merely a play-broker for the
Chamberlain's Men? Ben Jonson exposed an unworthy man who masqueraded as a poet.
A man who pretended or aped to be the best writer of the day.
DE VERE
Poor Poet-Ape, that would be thought our chief,
Whose works are e'en the frippery of wit,
(MORE)
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DE VERE
From brokage is become so bold a thief,
As we, the robb'd, leave rage, and pity it.

(CONT'D)

SCHOLAR
And several contemporary works...
DE VERE
Scourge of Villainy, Virgidemiarum, Harvey, Nashe...
SCHOLAR
Which all cast doubt on Shakespeare's authorship appeared on the 1599 Bishop's Ban of
books to be burnt. So was William Shakespeare the name of a writer? Or a play-broker?
And why was anyone who wrote about him punished?
DE VERE
“Shake-speare, we must be silent in thy praise.”
SCHOLAR
Since Shakespeare's name is not on one of these lists proving a literary trail, and since he
seems to have had no connections to Lord Southampton nor the Herbert brothers, and
since he left not one letter with his signature, what if we were to suppose that the name
“William Shakespeare” was a pseudonym? A cover for someone who wished to remain
anonymous.
DE VERE
Pseudonyms were very popular in our day. Why deny it?
SHAKSPER
I deny it.
SCHOLAR
Taylor and Mosher's Biographical History of Anonyma and Pseudonyma point out that
the 16th and 17th centuries were the golden age of pseudonyms. That almost every writer
used a pseudonym at some time or other during his career.
SHAKSPER
I'll have to read that.
PROJECTION #45: Pseudonyms.
SCHOLAR
Tailboys Dymoke used the pseudonym...
DE VERE
Thomas Cutwode.
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SCHOLAR
Richard Rowlands was..
DE VERE
R. Versed Again.
SCHOLAR
Sir William Vaughan used the name...
DE VERE
Orpheus Junior.
SCHOLAR
John Marston hid himself under two pseudonyms.
DE VERE
W. Kinsayder and Theriomastix.
SCHOLAR
To this day, we still don't know the true identities of Marphorius , Cuthbert Curry-Knave,
Martin Mar-prelate or Pasquill Caveliero of England.
DE VERE
I do.
SCHOLAR
17th century poet Richard Brathwaite, who published under the pen-name Corymbaeus, a
pseudonym not discovered until 200 years later in 1818, wrote in 1614 that the finest
plays of the Elizabethan age were...
PROJECTION #46: Brathwaite.
DE VERE
“Shadowed in a borrowed name.”
SHAKSPER
Who do you think he meant?
PROJECTION #47: Hall.
SCHOLAR
Elizabethan satirist Joseph Hall published a series of pamphlets in 1597 and '98 that
lambasted an author whom he claimed shifted his writings...
DE VERE
“To another's name.”

37.
SCHOLAR
He went on to hint that this mysterious author was the same man who had written
Shakespeare's epic poem Venus and Adonis. In other words, Hall suggested the real
author was using the name “William Shakespeare” as a protective screen to hide his true
identity.
SHAKSPER
That knotty-pated puttock!
DE VERE
Where are you getting these terms?
Shaksper approaches showing a paper.
SHAKSPER
The Shakespeare insult-generator.
DE VERE
Oh, that.
PROJECTION #48: Vicar.
SCHOLAR
In Thomas Vicar's 1628 Manual of Rhetoric, to a recent list of outstanding English poets
he suggests...
DE VERE
“To these I believe should be added that famous poet who TAKES HIS NAME from
shaking and spear.”
SCHOLAR
Well, if he takes a name, it was not a given name! We are so used to it, I think we have
lost the sense of how apt a pen-name Will Shake Spear really is!
PROJECTION #49: Athena.
DE VERE
And it should be not be forgotten that the famous classical goddess Athena, Roman name
Minerva, was the divine protector of Athens and of the arts, forever associated with
shaking a spear and wearing a visor of invisibility.
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SHAKSPER
(sincerely interested)
Really?
SCHOLAR
In a contemporary allusion to the author Shakespeare, fellow writer John Davies refers to
him as...
PROJECTION #50: Davies.
DE VERE
“Our English Terence.”
SCHOLAR
But in doing so, Davies is making allusion to the well-known Renaissance belief that
Terence was actually the front man for the aristocratic Roman writer...
PROJECTION #51: Scipio.
DE VERE
Scipio.
SHAKSPER
Is that true?
DE VERE
’Tis true.
SHAKSPER
So you know who Cuthbert Curry-Knave was?
DE VERE
I do.
SHAKSPER
Who was he?
DE VERE
I cannot tell you.
SHAKSPER
Why not?
DE VERE
It's a secret.
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SHAKSPER
So?
DE VERE
I cannot violate the code of secrecy.
SHAKSPER
I'll tell you a secret. Then you can tell me about Cuthbert. Won't that prove something?
DE VERE
Yes, it'll prove you that you can't be trusted with secrets.
SHAKSPER
You can't say a word?
DE VERE
It's a matter of honor. Like with conjurers. Do you expect them to tell you their secrets?
SHAKSPER
Like how they pull a duck out of a hat?
DE VERE
Rabbits.
SHAKSPER
What?
DE VERE
They pull rabbits out of hats.
SHAKSPER
Not all of them. Some read minds.
DE VERE
Some saw women in half.
SHAKSPER
I saw women.
DE VERE
In half?
SHAKSPER
In Halfersham.
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DE VERE
Halfersham?
SHAKSPER
By the pond.
DE VERE
What pond?
SHAKSPER
Where the conjurers get their ducks.
Shaksper is pleased with himself.
SCHOLAR
Okaaay, so, assuming a pseudonym, and based upon a close reading of the works, let’s do
what J Thomas Loney suggested.
SHAKSPER
Let’s not.
SCHOLAR
What characteristics would the real writer Shakespeare need to possess?
SHAKSPER
Handsomeness! Slightly balding handsomeness!
PROJECTION #52: Characteristics.
DE VERE
A superior education!
SCHOLAR
A maturity.
SHAKSPER
A snotty nose!
DE VERE
A recognized genius!
SCHOLAR
An intense sensitivity.
SHAKSPER
A smelly buttock!
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DE VERE
A talent for lyric poetry, an apparent eccentricity, an enthusiasm for the theatre.
SCHOLAR
An aristocratic background, doubts about women...
SHAKSPER
Hey.
SCHOLAR
Improvidence in money matters.
SHAKSPER
A -DE VERE
(cuts him off)
Great enthusiasm for Italy, music and sport.
SCHOLAR
And an encyclopedic knowledge of Latin, Greek, French.
DE VERE
Astronomy, physics, anatomy, literature, and mythology.
SCHOLAR
Not to mention-DE VERE
An intimate grasp of the complexities of the inner workings's of our good Queen
Elizabeth's court. Funny, I never saw you there. Plus a thorough understanding of law,
falconry, history, military affairs and royal gossip.
SHAKSPER
Is that all? I got that in spades!
PROJECTION #53: Whitman.
SCHOLAR
Walt Whitman wrote that...
VOICE
One of the wolfish earls so plenteous in the plays themselves, or some born descendent
and knower, might seem to be the true author of those amazing works. I am firm against
Shaksper. I mean the Avon man.
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SHAKSPER
(indignant)
Well, I am firm against this Wit-Man! More like wit-LESS man, whoever he was!
DE VERE
He was a writer! You know, a fellow who could read and write and owned books and
knew how to sign his own name and such!
SHAKSPER
Just asking.
SCHOLAR
Knowing that many Elizabethan texts held secret clues and riddles included for
amusement or political security, let's again look at the 1609 Sonnets dedication.
Remember that “ever-living poet” reference? Well, in that same year, the Shakespeare
play Troilus and Cressida was printed in two forms. One had no introductory material.
PROJECTION #54: Troilus.
DE VERE
But the other had a very strange preface which warned the public to buy up Shakespeare's
plays before a new grand inquisition removed them from public sale.
SCHOLAR
What can we make of this puzzling title?
DE VERE
A never writer, to an ever reader. News.
SHAKSPER
There's that ever again!
SCHOLAR
Reminding us of our ever-living poet.
PROJECTION #55: Sonnets dedication.
SCHOLAR
The odd thing about this Sonnets dedication is the layout. It is very different than printer
Thomas Thorpe's other dedication pages. All capital letters. A period after each word.
And the page seems to be laid out in three inverted triangles, all of differing line lengths.
The first triangle is made up of six lines. The second only two. And the third triangle is
four lines. This can be no accident. There must be a reason.
(MORE)

43.
SCHOLAR (CONT'D)
If one were to lay out 3 triangles using 12 lines, one would uniformly make them 4 lines
each. But what if this were a code?
DE VERE
My good friend John Dee was among the first to use ciphers to encode secret messages in
print.
SCHOLAR
As did philosopher and statesman, Sir Francis Bacon.
PROJECTION #56: Bacon.
SHAKSPER
I knew his cousin Butts.
De Vere and Scholar give him a look.
SHAKSPER
Butts Bacon. It's true. Look it up! Googleth him!
SCHOLAR
And so, what if the Sonnets dedication were laid out to suggest a code? 6 lines. 2 lines. 4
lines. 6-2-4. Let's look at every sixth word, then second word, then fourth. If this should
make any sense at all, then the odds of it being an accident would be astronomical. With
the 6-2-4 code, discovered not long ago by English physicist Dr. John Rollett, it reads...
PROJECTION #57: Dedication code revealed.
DE VERE
“These ... sonnets ... all ... by ... Ever ... the ... Fourth!”
SCHOLAR
And if you continue to the printer Thomas Thorpe's initials, as American Keith Kole has
suggested, you get...
DE VERE
“These ... sonnets ... all ... by ... Ever ... the ... Fourth - T!”
SHAKSPER
Ever again!
SCHOLAR
Ever-living poet.
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DE VERE
An ever writer!.
SCHOLAR
Ever the 40!
SHAKSPER
(sincerely interested)
But who is Ever the 40?
DE VERE
Well, whomever he is, he is Shakespeare!
SHAKSPER
But I thought I was Shakespeare.
DE VERE
Have you not been listening?
SHAKSPER
I’ve just learnt I have syphilis, I’m confused. Forth-T. That's a bit of a twisting and a
turning to get “40”.
DE VERE
It's a homophone.
SHAKSPER
Beg pardon?
DE VERE
Homophone.
SHAKSPER
I like girls.
DE VERE
Oh dear.
SHAKSPER
Except that one who played Juliet. Boy, was she a hunting dog! To have to see poor
Romeo chase her around the playhouse!
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DE VERE
He was chasing a boy!
SHAKSPER
Ah, homophone, I get it.
SCHOLAR
So, to find the real writer...
SHAKSPER
(hand raised)
Hello. I'm still here.
SCHOLAR
Let's examine the narrative poem Venus and Adonis, which, according to its preface, is
claimed as Shakespeare's first work. Written in a very unique style. What's strange is that
this supposed “first heir” of Shakespeare's invention is a fully-developed work.
DE VERE
So where is the early Shakespeare material?
SCHOLAR
Let's search for a writer of anonymous or pseudonymous poems that were written in the
same unusual style as Venus and Adonis. Someone who stopped publishing such works
after the name “Shakespeare” first appeared. English schoolmaster J. Thomas Loney did
just that..
SHAKSPER
Ha, ha.
SCHOLAR
What?
SHAKSPER
Loony!
SCHOLAR
It's pronounced Loney.
SHAKSPER
Sure it is.
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SCHOLAR
He discovered a poem that matched the iambic pentameter, as well as the imagery, of
Shakespeare. A poem called Women's Changeableness. It begins...
PROJECTION #58: Women's Changeableness.
DE VERE
If women could be fair and yet not fond,
Or that their love were firm, not fickle still,
I would not marvel that they make men bond
By service long to purchase their good will;
But when I see how frail those creatures are,
I laugh that men forget themselves so far.
SCHOLAR
Mr. Loney found that this poem had been written by a young...
DE VERE
Edward de Vere.
SCHOLAR
The 17th earl of Oxford.
SHAKSPER
Oh, him.
PROJECTION #59: Vere.
SCHOLAR
In looking him up in the National Dictionary of Biography, he found Lord Edward
described as an aristocrat with a violent and perverse temper...
De Vere darts a look to Shaksper, who carefully takes a
step back.
SCHOLAR
An eccentric taste in dress, reckless, with a genuine taste in music, a patron of actors,
and...
DE VERE
One of the best writers at court.
PROJECTION #60: Webbe.
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SCHOLAR
In the 1586 William Webbe book A Discourse of English Poetry, Lord Oxford was listed
as...
DE VERE
The most excellent among the rest of lords and gentlemen with poetic skills in the queen's
court.
PROJECTION #61: Meres.
SCHOLAR
In Frances Meres’ Palladis Tamia, published in 1598, Lord Oxford's name is first in a list
of playwrights...
DE VERE
Best for comedy.
SCHOLAR
He’s called the greatest writer of comedies, most excellent among the rest, and yet it
would appear that no plays of his have survived!
DE VERE
(sarcastically to Shaksper)
How is this possible?
SCHOLAR
Then Mr. Loney discovered how.
SHAKSPER
I was afraid of that!
PROJECTION #62: Poesy.
SCHOLAR
He read in the 1589 The Arte of English Poesy that some courtiers write well but suppress
it.
DE VERE
Or else suffered it to be published without their own names to it, as it were a discredit for
a gentleman to seem learnéd and to show himself amorous of any good art.
SCHOLAR
And some noblemen have written excellently well.
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DE VERE
As it would appear if their doings could be found out and made public with the rest, of
which number is first that noble gentleman Edward, earl of Oxford.
SHAKSPER
So noblemen used synonyms for the sake of honor?
DE VERE
Something like that.
SHAKSPER
I did not know that.
DE VERE
You weren't supposed to know that, ergo the... synonyms.
PROJECTION #63: Aristocratic writers.
SCHOLAR
Many members on the top rungs of the Tudor aristocracy had outstanding secret
reputations as poets. But none of them published their own creative works.
DE VERE
Henry Howard, the earl of Surrey, Thomas, Baron Lord Vaux...
SCHOLAR
Sir Philip Sidney, Sir Walter Raleigh, Sir Edward Dyer, Sir Fulke Greville.
DE VERE
Greville told me he was reluctant to see any of his plays published, even posthumously.
SHAKSPER
I think I knew a Posthumous Lee. Hung out at the shugging den.
DE VERE
Fascinating.
SCHOLAR
Now, if Edward de Vere wrote under the pen-name “William Shakespeare”...
SHAKSPER
Which he did not.

49.
SCHOLAR
No great conspiracy or cover-up would be required. It would have been an open secret
known only among the tight-lipped nobility of the time. And Edward de Vere, the 17th
earl of Oxford, was no ordinary nobleman.
DE VERE
Why, I appreciate that.
SCHOLAR
Your honorary title was...
PROJECTION #64: Chamberlain.
DE VERE
Lord Great Chamberlain of England.
SHAKSPER
Hey, weren't the Shakespeare players called “The Chamberlain's Men”?
DE VERE
Why yes, what a coincidence!
SCHOLAR
You were the premiere earl of the realm. First a ward and then son-in-law to William
Cecil, Lord Burghley, Queen Elizabeth's most powerful minister. You were reputedly one
of the Queen's lovers.
SHAKSPER
(smiling, intrigued)
Yeah?
SCHOLAR
There were 33 literary works dedicated to you, an unusually high number!
PROJECTION #65: Harvey.
SCHOLAR
Gabriel Harvey even published a Latin address to you before queen and court. He spoke
of your “splendid fame,” with Minerva, that's Pallas Athena, concealed “in thy right
hand.” The address concludes...
DE VERE
“Your eyes flash fire, your will shakes spears!”
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PROJECTION #66: Oxford.
SHAKSPER
Ha! I get it! That's a good one! “Your will shakes spears!”
SCHOLAR
You are the 17th earl of Oxford.
DE VERE
Given name: Edward Vere.
PROJECTION #67: Edward Vere.
SCHOLAR
Abbreviated E. Ver.
PROJECTION #68: E. Ver.
SHAKSPER
EVER!!!
DE VERE
Our EVER-living poet.
SCHOLAR
An E. VER writer to an E. VER reader.
SHAKSPER
“These sonnets all by EVER the 40!” I think we solved it!
(realizing he’s not helping his case)
Oh.
PROJECTION #69: Ever or never.
SCHOLAR
And, as it happens, young Edward de Vere is considered by many to have been the
anonymous author of poems in Willobie his Avisa and A Hundreth Sundrie Flowres who
signed his work...
DE VERE
“Ever or Never.”
PROJECTION #70: 40.
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SCHOLAR
Who was referred to as “Number 40” in the secret correspondence between Elizabeth's
Secretary of State and King James of Scotland in their letters preparing the way for the
accession of James to the throne of England. Thus, the reference to Ever the 40.
DE VERE
By the way, the 6-2-4 code was not random.
SHAKSPER
It wasn't?
(to audience)
My interest is piqued.
PROJECTION #71: Edward de Vere.
DE VERE
It’s the number of letters in my name... Edward de Vere.
SCHOLAR
As schoolmaster Loney began to research your life, he found amazing similarities to the
lives portrayed in the sonnets and plays. You attended school.
DE VERE
Unlike some.
He gives a look to Shaksper.
SHAKSPER
How do you know I didn't attend the Stratford Grammar School?
DE VERE
One had to be able to read and write to enter the school. Who taught you to do this, your
illiterate father or your unable-to-read mother?
SHAKSPER
No comment.
SCHOLAR
Records show Will Shaksper did not attend university.
DE VERE
However, I was tutored at home.
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SCHOLAR
By the best scholars and intellectuals of Europe. You then went to...
PROJECTION #72: Universities.
DE VERE
Cambridge University.
SCHOLAR
At the age of 8.
SHAKSPER
What?
SCHOLAR
Then on to...
DE VERE
Oxford University.
SCHOLAR
Where you received your Bachelor of Arts degree at 14, and your Master's at 16.
Impressed, Shaksper WHISTLES.
SCHOLAR
And then on to study law at the Inns of Court, best known for its theatricals. You were a
member of...
DE VERE
The House of Lords and the Privy Council.
SCHOLAR
An accomplished athlete, winning all three jousting tournaments at Court.
PROJECTION #73: Jousting.
SCHOLAR (CONT'D)
So you were an expert spear-shaker!
SHAKSPER
(appreciating the connection)
Ha!
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SCHOLAR
Your uncle...
PROJECTION #74: Golding.
DE VERE
Arthur Golding.
SHAKSPER
Who?
SCHOLAR
He translated Ovid's Metamorphoses.
SHAKSPER
Ergo?
SCHOLAR
Considered to be Shakespeare's greatest influence.
SHAKSPER
Oh. So I must have read it.
DE VERE
After all this, yet you persist?
SCHOLAR
Another uncle...
PROJECTION #75: Surrey.
DE VERE
Henry Howard, earl of Surrey.
SHAKSPER
So what did he do, invent the pen?
DE VERE
Not quite, just the sonnet form popularized by someone called William Shakespeare. He
also invented blank verse. You know: de-dum, de-dum, de-dum, de-dum, de--

SHAKSPER
Dumb, I know!
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PROJECTION #76: Anderson's book.
SCHOLAR
Mark Anderson's book Shake-speare by Another Name...
SHAKSPER
Oh, not another book!
SCHOLAR
Details the life of Edward de Vere. Your father died when you were only 12. You were
then raised in Queen Elizabeth's court by William Cecil, Lord Treasurer of England,
Master of the Court of Wards and well-known keeper of spies, the man recognized by
traditional scholars as the historical prototype for...
PROJECTION #77: Hamlet.
DE VERE
Hamlet's Polonius.
SCHOLAR
Later, in a troubled marriage with Cecil's daughter Anne, after malicious rumors of her
infidelity, you and Anne separated for five years.
PROJECTION #78: Othello, Winters Tale, Much Ado,
Cymbeline.
DE VERE
Othello, The Winters Tale, Much Ado About Nothing, Cymbeline.
SCHOLAR
Gossip was later spread that your wife had tricked you into sleeping with her, rather than
with your mistress...
SHAKSPER
How'd that happen?
DE VERE
It was dark. I was drunk.
PROJECTION #79: All's Well & Measure.
SCHOLAR
This was the famous bed-trick that rumor had it begot your first child.
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DE VERE
All's Well That Ends Well, Measure for Measure.
SCHOLAR
At 40, you faced financial doom, and were forced to disperse your ancestral lands among
your three daughters...
PROJECTION #80: Lear.
DE VERE
Facing King Lear's future of landless destitution.
SCHOLAR
Your sister was a wild fireball who met her match in a brash swashbuckler who wooed
and wed her, a courtship spoofed in...
PROJECTION #81: Shrew.
DE VERE
The Taming of the Shrew.
SCHOLAR
Your beloved cousin was executed for attempting to overthrow the Queen, and the twisted
fate of your cousin's three sons is dramatized in...
PROJECTION #82: AYLI.
DE VERE
As You Like It.
SCHOLAR
Your own courtship was mirrored precisely, down to the dowry amounts and the terms of
your marriage contract, in...
PROJECTION #83: Merry Wives.
DE VERE
The Merry Wives of Windsor.
SCHOLAR
Your eldest daughter faced a lengthy and tangled marriage doe-see-doe with two
changeable grooms, a courtship illustrated in...
PROJECTION #84: MSND.
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DE VERE
A Midsummer Night's Dream.
SCHOLAR
A play, by the way, performed at court in celebration of the wedding of the earl of Derby
to your eldest daughter Elizabeth.
SHAKSPER
What coincidences!
SCHOLAR
As a young man, you lived in Venice during your twenties, visiting the cities in Italy and
France that would become the setting for over a dozen Shakespeare plays. Your brother-inlaw, the shrew tamer, visited the Danish court at Elsinore. A memo at the British Library
reveals details of a banquet he attended with Danish courtiers named...
DE VERE
Rosencrantz and Guildenstern.
SHAKSPER
Whoa, really? Didn't see that one coming!
PROJECTION #85:
Hamlet
.
SCHOLAR
Hamlet appears to be your most autobiographical play. At 26, you were off on your
travels through Europe. Before leaving England, you left your dearest cousin in charge of
your estates. A man named...
DE VERE
Horatio.
SHAKSPER
Sounds familiar. Where do I know that name?
SCHOLAR
While traveling through France, your witnessed a Teutonic prince parading his troops
before you. Soon after, you boarded a ship and were taken by pirates, stripped naked, and
left on the English shore. In Act 4 of Hamlet, in no known source text for the play...
DE VERE
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Hamlet witnesses invading Prince Fortinbrass's troops and then boards a ship, which is
taken by pirates, leaving a humiliated Hamlet stripped naked on the Danish shore.
SHAKSPER
That's amazing!
SCHOLAR
Shakespeare, it appears, was a very autobiographical playwright.
SHAKSPER
Sure sounds like it.
SCHOLAR
There are many other parallels in the life of our earl and in the characters of the plays. An
extra marital affair resulted in London street battles of the two families...
PROJECTION #86: R&J.
SHAKSPER
Oh, I know! Elizabethan Montagoos & Catapults!
DE VERE
Something like that.
SCHOLAR
You were dangerously wounded in a sword fight with your mistress’ uncle, leaving you
lame.
SHAKSPER
Explains the stick!
SCHOLAR
You wrote to Lord Burghley...
PROJECTION #87: Letter to Burghley.
DE VERE
“When Your Lordship shall have best time and leisure if I may know it, I will attend Your
Lordship as well as a lame man may at your house.”
SCHOLAR
This condition is echoed in the Sonnets.
PROJECTION #88: Lame sonnets.
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DE VERE
“So I--”
He is interrupted.
VOICE
So I, made lame by fortune's dearest spite.
Speak of my lameness, and I straight will halt
And strength by limping sway disabléd.
DE VERE
Who is that?
PROJECTION #89: Cardanus Comforte.
SCHOLAR
The book Cardanus Comforte is thought to be the book Hamlet pours over in the play, as
it is a key source text for the tragedy, in which Hamlet's soliloquies, including the pivotal
“To be or not to be” speech, draw upon and paraphrase. At 23, you, Lord Edward,
personally financed the first English translation of this book. Also like Hamlet, you were
patron to an acting company, whose plays were staged at the Boar’s Head Inn, which
was, coincidentally...
DE VERE
Falstaff's favorite drinking establishment.
PROJECTION #90: Orson Welles.
SCHOLAR
Orson Welles proclaimed...
VOICE
I think Oxford wrote Shakespeare. If you don't agree, there are some awfully funny
coincidences to explain away.
SHAKSPER
(proudly identifying the voice)
The voice! He's Orson Welles!
SCHOLAR
So were the Elizabethans aware of these coincidences? Going back to that cryptic
Minerva Britanna...
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PROJECTION #91: Minerva Britanna.
SCHOLAR (CONT'D)
The book that attempts to conceal, or perhaps reveal, the identity of Britain's god of
poetry, England’s great spear-shaker, do you remember that cover? What was that hidden
writer writing? Well, if you rearrange the Latin anagram, it reads...
PROJECTION #92: Tibi nom de Vere.
SCHOLAR (CONT'D)
“Tibi nom de Vere.”
DE VERE
“Thy name is de Vere.”
SCHOLAR
In John Marston's 1598 Scourge of Villainy, he implies that the author of Venus and
Adonis had masked his identity. He gives us a clue about the author...
DE VERE
“Whose silent name
One letter bounds.”
PROJECTION #93: Edward VerE.
SCHOLAR
Like the “e” for example, in the name Edward Vere. And in 1638, Richard Brome refers
to Shakespeare as...
PROJECTION #94: Brome.
DE VERE
“That English Earle that lov'd a play and player so.”
SHAKSPER
I'm not an earl!
DE VERE
Exactly.
PROJECTION #95: Oxford's letters.
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SCHOLAR
Shakespeare's unique vocabulary has been estimated at almost 20,000 words. By
comparison, the complete King James Bible says all it needs to say in about 8,000 words.
Researchers like Mark Alexander and Barb Flues have discovered that words frequently
credited by the Oxford English Dictionary as having had their first usage in Shakespeare
have actually shown up much earlier in the writings of Edward de Vere. Words like...
DE VERE
Bifold, despairing, disgraced, restoration.
SHAKSPER
(proudly)
I coined... “barnacled” and “cockeréd.”
The other are not impressed. Shaksper tears up his insultgenerator list.
PROJECTION #96: Scientific discoveries.
SCHOLAR
Scientists have observed that Shakespeare's record of astronomical knowledge acquired
during the Elizabethan Age ...
DE VERE
Such as the discovery of Mars' retrograde orbit.
SCHOLAR
And the record of major celestial events...
DE VERE
The supernova of 1572.
SCHOLAR
All cease with events and discoveries that had been made by mid-1604. However,
William of Stratford, you lived until 1616 - long enough, if you were Shakespeare, to
continue to record in the Shakespeare plays the discovery of...
SHAKSPER
Barnacles!
DE VERE
Sunspots!
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SCHOLAR
Also, Jupiter’s...
SHAKSPER
Barnacles?
DE VERE
Moons, man, moons!
SHAKSPER
I was going to say that!
SCHOLAR
And, of course, the invention of the...
SHAKSPER
It's not barnacles, I know that.
DE VERE
The telescope, you whey-face!
SCHOLAR
And other significant developments. But the plays are silent on all those discoveries that
fell after 1604. Edward de Vere died on June 24th, 1604. June 24th, by the way, is ...
PROJECTION #97: June 24.
DE VERE
6-2-4.
SHAKSPER
Nellie!
SCHOLAR
And about those three men with whom Shakespeare the writer was connected. Each of
these men, the earls of Southampton, Pembroke and Montgomery, were ALL at one time
or another...
SHAKSPER
Homophones!
PROJECTION #98: Couples.
DE VERE
Sought as husbands for one of my three daughters.
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SCHOLAR
Philip Herbert, earl of Montgomery, did marry your daughter, Susan. These are the two
brothers, remember, to whom Shakespeare's First Folio was dedicated. The two men who
put up a lot of money to print it. In other words, those responsible for the cumbersome
and expensive task of gathering all those manuscripts and preserving the legacy of
William Shakespeare for eternity were members of the Edward de Vere family. A family,
by the way, which included one DISTANT relative. In Warwickshire, three miles west of
Stratford-upon-Avon, lived...
PROJECTION #99: Trussell.
SCHOLAR
Lady Elizabeth Trussell, owner of Billesley Manor, which housed a chamber known as
the “Shakespeare Room,” where local legend has it As You Like It was written.
DE VERE
Lady Elizabeth was my paternal grandmother.
PROJECTION #100: Trussell and de Vere.
SCHOLAR
And through her was related a man named...
PROJECTION #101: Trussell, de Vere, Shaksper.
SCHOLAR
Will Shaksper.
SHAKSPER
(surprised)
That’s me!
SCHOLAR
From Stratford-upon-Avon.
SHAKSPER
(arms open)
Cousin!
De Vere uncomfortably receives a bear hug from
Shaksper.
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DE VERE
Distant cousin.
SCHOLAR
It is Shakespeare's use of metaphor that gives away his high status and vast life
experience. His favorite metaphors come from hawking. As Caroline Spurgeon notes in
her classic work, Shakespeare's Imagery...
DE VERE
“He has more images of riding and of bird-snaring and falconry than of any other forms
of outdoor sport, and in both these groups there is evidence of personal experience.”
SCHOLAR
However, commoners were not allowed to hunt with large falcons, which were reserved
only for the nobility. Commoners like Will Shaksper were only allowed small kestrels,
which mostly hover and take their prey on the ground.
SHAKSPER
(sadly)
I had a one-legged crow.
SCHOLAR
Shakespeare's concern is always with the nobility. The crown. He cares about princes and
kings, and lovingly pokes fun at the types from towns like Stratford.
SHAKSPER
Well, even I can't fault you there.
SCHOLAR
The main reason that some deny Lord Oxford here his rightful recognition is because it
has been said that a few of the plays make reference to events that happened...
SHAKSPER
(accusing)
After your death! Hah!
SCHOLAR
But according to traditional Shakespeare scholar Kenneth Muir, of 112 certain or
probable play sources, only 5 appear after de Vere's death in 1604.
PROJECTION #102: List of 5.
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SHAKSPER
(reciting)
Camden’s Remaines, Speed’s History of Great Britain, Daniel’s Arcadia Reformed,
Strachey’s True Declaration and Jourdain’s Discovery of the Bermudas.
De Vere and the Scholar look at Shaksper.
SHAKSPER
(proudly)
I memorized them!

SCHOLAR
But according to authorship researcher Peter Moore...
SHAKSPER
Never heard of him!
SCHOLAR
These alleged sources may all be refuted.
SHAKSPER
Says who!?
DE VERE
He just told you: Peter Moore.
SCHOLAR
First, Kenneth Muir himself admits that Camden’s Remaines is only a probable source,
and many well-respected scholars, such as Chambers, say that the source for this oft-told
parable was Plutarch.
SHAKSPER
The planet?
PROJECTION #103: List of 4.
SCHOLAR
Speed’s 1611 History of Great Britain is the only source of these 5 that Muir calls a
certain source. He claims it was used for a portion of Henry VIII.

65.
DE VERE
This, despite the fact that he himself, and most other authorities, attribute that portion of
the play to John Fletcher.
SHAKSPER
Who?
DE VERE
He was a planet.
PROJECTION #104: List of 3.
SCHOLAR
Muir has Daniel's work...
SHAKSPER
Is this Muir or Moore?
SCHOLAR
Muir.
SHAKSPER
Just want to keep it straight.
SCHOLAR
He places Daniel's work as a probable source for Mac-De Vere and Shaksper give him a nervous look.
SCHOLAR
Uh... The Scottish Play. However, he also gives an alternative source that was written
much earlier. Not to mention the fact that many believe the play was altered by another
hand after Shakespeare wrote it.
SHAKSPER
A common practice.
They look at him.
SHAKSPER
I've heard. But what about the two works that this Moore or Muir character calls probable
sources for The Tempest: Strachey’s True Declaration, 1610, and Jourdain’s A Discovery
of the Bermudas, 1611? Hm?
PROJECTION #105: List of 2.
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SCHOLAR
Good question.
SHAKSPER
Sometimes I get lucky.
SCHOLAR
Both are claimed sources only because they record...
DE VERE
In quite generic terms...
SCHOLAR
A Bermuda shipwreck. However, there are several alternative sources describing
shipwrecks in the New World and in the Bermudas that were extant much earlier,
including Richard Hakluyt’s Voyages, Navigations, Traffiques and Discoveries of the
English Nation...
SHAKSPER
Volume III.
They look at him.
SHAKSPER (CONT'D)
It was very popular.
SCHOLAR
Yes it was. Printed in 1600, it records an eyewitness account by Captain Henry May of a
wreck in the Bermudas of a ship called the Edward Bonaventure. Which had been owned,
coincidentally, by a man named ...
SHAKSPER
Don’t tell me!
DE VERE
Edward de Vere.
PROJECTION #106: Edward Bonaventure.
SHAKSPER
You get around!
PROJECTION #107: Bermoothes.
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SCHOLAR
Notwithstanding the fact that the Bermoothes mentioned in The Tempest doesn't even
refer to the Bermudas of the New World, but to the London district known for its
distilleries, which is why Prospero asks Ariel to...
DE VERE
“Fetch dew from the still-vexed Bermoothes.” A bit of local humor.
SHAKSPER
Still-vexed! I get it!
SCHOLAR
So Kenneth Muir himself proves that Shakespeare read deeply in the works of the 1570s
and 90s, but seemed to lose interest in works written after Lord Oxford’s death in 1604.
The 1604 date actually helps the earl's case, since even traditional scholars acknowledge
that Shakespeare appears to have retired by mid-1604.
PROJECTION #108: 1604.
DE VERE
(to Shaksper)
Now, why would you retire at the height of your fame?
SHAKSPER
I was exhausted.
(to audience)
That makes no sense!
DE VERE
That is precisely what we were thinking. If you were the writer, then why would you stop
penning at the height of your fame? For your final twelve years on this great orb, rather
than presenting plays at court, creating new lyric poetry and even translating the king's
new bible, you preferred to grow hay and shovel pig dung?
SHAKSPER
Pig dung is highly under-estimated.
SCHOLAR
As examined by Robert Sean Brazil and Hank Whittemore, within the span of the three
decades that saw the first publications of the Shakespeare plays, from 1594 to 1623, one
year was pivotal.
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SHAKSPER
Lemme guess: 1604!
PROJECTION #109: Printed plays time-line.
SCHOLAR
Correct. Thirteen Shakespeare plays were printed during 1594 to 1600. Then two more
plays came out in 1603 and 1604. But by mid-1604, coinciding with the death of Lord
Edward, all authoritative printings of the yet-unpublished Shakespeare plays ceased for
eighteen years until Othello in 1622, and finally the First Folio in 1623, with exactly half
of its thirty-six plays published for the first time.
PROJECTION #110: Plays performed.
DE VERE
With half of them published after your death as well!
SCHOLAR
And in November 1604, less than five months after milord’s death, an unprecedented
festival of plays at King James' court began: Othello, The Merry Wives of Windsor,
Measure for Measure, The Comedy of Errors, Love's Labour's Lost, Henry V, and The
Merchant of Venice.
SHAKSPER
Aha! But I named my son Hamnet!
PROJECTION #111: Hamnet.
DE VERE
And?
SHAKSPER
Well, that shows my connection to Hamlet.
DE VERE
How so?
SHAKSPER
Because of the names. Hamnet! Hamlet! Get it?!
PROJECTION #112: Hamnet Sadler.
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DE VERE
But your son Hamnet Shaksper was named after a neighbor of yours called Hamnet
Sadler, and not after the character in my play, who was named after the historical figure
Amleth.
(no response)
Get it?
SCHOLAR
Another interesting fact that discounts Will Shaksper's authorship of Hamlet is that writer
Thomas Nashe mentions a Hamlet on stage...
DE VERE
In 1589!
SHAKSPER
Who believes Nashe?
DE VERE
In 1589, you were a mere 25 years old and still slopping hogs and sowing seeds in the
tiny countryside hamlet of Stratford-on-Avon! The only hamlet you ever knew!
SHAKSPER
It is a town, not a hamlet! But let’s turn these tablets, shall we, for you lived in Italy for
near two years! So how do you explain the errors about geographics in your plays set in
the country of Europe?
DE VERE
Such as?
SHAKSPER
The seacoast in Bohemia! Even a nay-bob like me knows that Bohemia has no shore!
DE VERE
Nay-bob? What do you mean you're a nay-bob?
SHAKSPER
You know, a simple guy.
DE VERE
A nay-bob was a governor in India under the Mogul Empire.
SHAKSPER
Oh.
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DE VERE
Perhaps you meant a nit-wit?
SHAKSPER
Thank you, yes! A nit-wit! Only a nit-wit like me would write that Bohemia had a
coastline!
DE VERE
But Bohemia did have a coastline.
SHAKSPER
Come again?
DE VERE
At the time I set The Winter's Tale.
SHAKSPER
Beg pardon?
DE VERE
If you had taken the time to study ancient history in that Stratford Grammar School you
didn't attend, then you would have known that in the era of Polixenes, the country
extended to the Adriatic Sea, which I believe is made of water, and thereby meets the
land at what is by most called a coastline.
SHAKSPER
Well... in that Verona play about the two gentlemen, what's the name?
DE VERE
The Two Gentlemen of Verona?
SHAKSPER
Good title. Yes. So how does one travel from... where are they from again?
DE VERE
The two gentlemen of Verona?
SHAKSPER
Yes, them. Where are they from?
DE VERE
You mean in The Two Gentlemen of Verona?
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SHAKSPER
Yes. From?
DE VERE
Verona.
SHAKSPER
Thanks. So how does one-DE VERE
Two.
SHAKSPER
Yes, so how does two gentlemen travel from Verona, a land-locked city, to...
DE VERE
Milan.
SHAKSPER
Another land-locked city, by, as is writ in the play, a boat? I mean, only someone like me,
who had never set foot in Italy, nor never sailed south of Southwark or crossed the creek
of Cockermouth would make a bum-bailey error like that!
DE VERE
Inland canals.
SHAKSPER
Again?
PROJECTION #113: Canals.
DE VERE
Inland canals.
SCHOLAR
As Richard Paul Roe points out in The Shakespeare Guide to Italy, there were a series of
canals that connected most of the inland cities of Italy. They were actually the safest and
most comfortable way for a gentleman to travel. For hundreds of years, Milan was known
as one of Italy's principal maritime ports.
SHAKSPER
Boats to Milan?
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DE VERE
Why yes, you take the Po to Ostiglia, then through the La Fossa to the Tartaro, and on
through the Nichosola or Dugalon to the Adige at Legnago.
SHAKSPER
(beat)
What do I do after the Po?
DE VERE
Forget it.
SHAKSPER
Well, who says I had to go to Italy to know all those minute and exact and miniscule and
oft quite colloquial details about such a far-off country?
DE VERE
How did you know there were sycamore trees on Verona's west side?
SCHOLAR
Or that there was an Emperor holding temporary court in Milan?
DE VERE
How did you discover there were horses in Venice?
SCHOLAR
Or that the inland city of Bergamo was famous for sail-making?
DE VERE
That Guilio Romano, known in England as a painter, was also a sculptor?
SCHOLAR
That the Venetian Doge was called a Duke?
DE VERE
How did you receive the precise knowledge of Milan to know that, even though Mantua
and Verona are due east, the fastest way to get to them was through Milan's north and not
east gate, which led to rice marches, unpaved roads and uncrossable tributaries?
SHAKSPER
Puh, everybody knows that.
SCHOLAR
Where did you learn that in Florence there was a lodging house for pilgrims named Saint
Francis beside the port on the way to the pilgrimage site of San Giacomo Maggiore?
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SHAKSPER
Where else would they put it?
DE VERE
Or that in Padua there is a lodging house, merchant homes and the parish church of St.
Luke's all by the port?
SCHOLAR
Who told you that in Milan there was a place, not on any map in England, called St.
Gregory's Well, which was not a well at all, but a burial pit for corpses of the plague?
DE VERE
How did you know that in Venice there is a dark, narrow street called the Sagittary, where
the arrow makers lived?
SHAKSPER
They’ve gotta live somewhere.
DE VERE
Or that there was an unusual painting in Titian’s home in Venice displaying a young
Adonis wearing a cap?
SCHOLAR
Who told you about the common ferry that brought visitors to Venice, and the precise
distance to Belmont?
DE VERE
And how could you know there was a statue on the Rialto called El Gobbo?
SHAKSPER
Lucky guess!
SCHOLAR
Or about the power of the Venetian Magnificos?
DE VERE
Of the custom of presenting a dish of doves as a peace offering?
SHAKSPER
A good writer never reveals his sources!
SCHOLAR
How did you know the Italian custom of begging for soul-cakes at Hallows?
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DE VERE
Or that poor Italians drank ale and not wine?
SCHOLAR
That there are flint streets in Verona?
DE VERE
How did you know that in the floor of the Sienna cathedral there was a circular mosaic
that depicted the Seven Ages of Man, which you supposedly used in Jacques' famous
seven ages of man speech in As You Like It ?
SCHOLAR
How could you have possibly known all of these minute and exact details about remote
Italy, a country you never visited?
SHAKSPER
Well... you see, there was this sailor at the Mermaid Tavern, and, uh...
DE VERE
Oh, come now!
SCHOLAR
While Edward de Vere, who traveled extensively through Italy, was known at court as the
Italianate earl.
SHAKSPER
You seem to have an answer for everything. What about the Stratford and Avon mentions
in that book, the...
DE VERE
Folio?
SHAKSPER
Yes!
SCHOLAR
Ben Jonson, who helped put together the First Folio, was under the employ of the
Herbert brothers while working on the book. Let's examine those enigmatic references to
Stratford and Avon.
SHAKSPER
Yes! I lived in Stratford on Avon, mentioned in the Folio!
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DE VERE
A town, by the way, that is never mentioned in the plays! Or did I miss your Merry Wives
of Stratford?
SHAKSPER
There are NO merry wives in Stratford, believe me.
DE VERE
Why did historian William Camden, when detailing the famous people from around
various English shires, not mention you in his 1607 Brittania when detailing
Warwickshire?
SHAKSPER
I must’ve been out that day. Never knew the man.
SCHOLAR
But he knew of you, as he was involved in a dispute about your father's coat-of-arms
application.
DE VERE
And why did Stratford's own Dr. John Hall write proudly about treating his famous
playwright patient Michael Drayton, as well as another local who compiled a dictionary,
but never once mention you in his casebook?
SHAKSPER
How could he be expected to remember all of us patients?
DE VERE
Well, he was your son-in-law!
SHAKSPER
Oh, THAT Dr. John Hall.
SCHOLAR
Getting back to the Stratford and Avon mentions in the Folio. Lord Edward, where did
you live while in London?
PROJECTION #114: Hackney.
DE VERE
I lived in a part of East London called Hackney.
SCHOLAR
Which bordered the London suburb named...
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PROJECTION #115: Stratford.
DE VERE
Stratford!
SCHOLAR
And down the road in Warwickshire from Master Shaksper's Stratford-upon-Avon, near
your grandmother's estate, you owned your own home.
PROJECTION #116: Bilton Hall.
DE VERE
Yes, Bilton Hall.
SCHOLAR
Which borders on one side the Forest of Arden.
SHAKSPER
From All's Well!
DE VERE
As You Like It!
SHAKSPER
Damn!
SCHOLAR
And bordering the other side, the River of...
DE VERE
Avon!
SCHOLAR
Clever Ben Jonson! Both “Stratford” and “Avon” refer to both of you!
SHAKSPER
Too clever by half, if you ask me!
SCHOLAR
But Jonson was even more clever, as researcher Alexander Waugh points out...
SHAKSPER
ANOTHER researcher, when will you people quit already!?
SCHOLAR
Jonson's Folio poem reads...
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DE VERE
“Sweet Swan of Avon! What a sight it were
To see thee in our waters yet appear,
And make those flights upon the banks of Thames
That so did take Eliza and our James!”
SCHOLAR
Mr. Waugh notes that the Swan of Avon entertains King James and Queen Elizabeth on
the banks of the Thames and not the Avon.
SHAKSPER
So why is he.. am I... called the swan of Avon?
SCHOLAR
The only place these monarchs attended plays was at court. Such as the palace on the
Thames, Hampton Court Palace.
SHAKSPER
Then he... I should be called the Sweet Swan of Hampton Court!
(to audience)
Doesn't make sense!
SCHOLAR
In reading Holinshed and Camden, Mr. Waugh discovered the palace described as...
DE VERE
A stately place for rare and glorious shew. Times past, by name of Avon men knew it.
SCHOLAR
And so now we see that Ben Jonson was telling us that the Shakespeare plays were given
wondrous flights for Elizabeth and James at the Palace of Avon, a.k.a. Hampton Court!
Not in Stratford-upon-Avon!
SHAKSPER
(impressed)
Whoa!
SCHOLAR
No, Waugh. Also, no manuscripts of the Shakespeare plays have ever been found.
DE VERE
Which is unusual in and of itself, is it not?
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SCHOLAR
Were they destroyed? Working on the Folio, Jonson would have most certainly had his
hands on those elusive Shakespeare manuscripts. And the year he completed editing the
Folio, his personal library of books and manuscripts was destroyed.
SHAKSPER
Burnt to the ground!
He makes a CRASHING SOUND.
PROJECTION #117: Fire.
DE VERE
How did you know that?
SHAKSPER
A Birdie told me.
DE VERE
A little birdy told you?
SHAKSPER
No, Barnaby Birdie. Good with fire, I hear.
(starts to leave)
I need a drink.
PROJECTION #118: Droeshout.
SCHOLAR
There is a lot of money at stake in this Shakespeare business.
SHAKSPER
(turns in his tracks)
Beg pardon? What say you? What say you?
SCHOLAR
Think of all the books printed, the scholarship spent, the many tourists each year who pay
homage at your so-called birthplace and burial plot. Over 800,000 of them annually, all
spending money.
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DE VERE
Buying kitchen towels and diapers featuring your ridiculous face. Shakespeare busts
made of chocolate! Millions of pounds!
SHAKSPER
Of chocolate?
DE VERE
Of sterling!
SHAKSPER
I'm Shakespeare!
DE VERE
Oh, here we go again!
SHAKSPER
And I have a great witness.
DE VERE
Show him!
SHAKSPER
The best witness ever!
DE VERE
Whom?
SHAKSPER
(to Scholar)
Will you excuse us for a moment?
Shaksper takes de Vere aside.
SHAKSPER
I'll tell him!
DE VERE
Tell him what?
SHAKSPER
(indicating audience)
I'll tell them all!
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DE VERE
About?
SHAKSPER
Did you ever expect they would print those personal poems of yours?
DE VERE
You mean the sonnets?
SHAKSPER
Yes!
DE VERE
Never.
SHAKSPER
Well, they did, didn't they? And that's why they couldn't print your name on that Folio
book, right?
DE VERE
They couldn't after the sonnets were released. They revealed too much of the truth.
SHAKSPER
Then I'll tell them. About what they all mean! I'll tell them about... him.
DE VERE
You mean?
SHAKSPER
Wriothesley! Hedley!
PROJECTION #119: Wriothesley.
DE VERE
Henry.
SHAKSPER
I'll tell them the truth!
SHAKSPER
(quoting, mocking)
“Oh... My only boy.... As a decrepid father.... One hour mine... I demand that changeling
boy!” and such as.

81.
DE VERE
You wouldn't.
SHAKSPER
I know your secret.
DE VERE
You can't.
SHAKSPER
I will!
(turns to Scholar)
Ask him.
SCHOLAR
I beg your pardon?
SHAKSPER
Ask him who the writer Shakespeare was.
SCHOLAR
But-SHAKSPER
Ask him.
SCHOLAR
Milord, who was the writer William Shakespeare?
Pause, as de Vere attempts to speak but can't.
My lord?
DE VERE
(reluctantly indicates Shaksper)
He was.
PROJECTION #120: Droeshout portrait.
DE VERE (CONT'D)
This fellow from Stratford was the true writer.

82.
SCHOLAR
(confused)
But milord.
DE VERE
It's true.
SCHOLAR
I see. Well. This is an unexpected turn.
SHAKSPER
Yeah, like in those sonnets!
The Scholar slowly leaves. Shaksper crosses and picks up
the First Folio.
SHAKSPER
So, I guess when they go to the playhouse, they'll see my name.
DE VERE
What's in a name, Will? A rose by any other. No. It's alright. For when they go to the
playhouse, they may see your name, but they shall hear my voice.
PROJECTION #121: de Vere.
SHAKSPER
So, you used a cinnamon.
DE VERE
Synonym - - I mean, pseudonym.
SHAKSPER
Just to save your family from a bad repute?
DE VERE
Partly, yes. But as I began to tell more truth than tale, our good queen Bess came to me
and demanded a pen-name. For if her subjects suspected these anonymous plays and
poems - oh yes, the poems! - came from a court insider, they'd begin to search for the
noble identities of the characters portrayed within. And then they'd discover Burghley and
Hatton and Leicester and the very queen herself. And me. And the changeling boy.
SHAKSPER
So, ’twas true, those stories about her majesty having a secret son and all?

83.
DE VERE
Whether true or no, she could hardly let such rumors fly. If Elizabeth was known to have
had an heir, she would never have been able to spend years wooing France to buy her the
necessary time to arm England for the coming invasion from Spain. If she bore such a
secret son, he would needs be placed within another household to be raised. A changeling
boy. Who could never be claimed by his father, except perhaps in private poems. And
then as time went on, the throne was readied for a new king. From Scotland. And when
this lovely boy, anxious to be named the next monarch, was arrested with young Essex,
his true father had a choice to make. Either claim the works and allow him, the threat to
the very crown of England, to be executed for treason, or relinquish his claim to the title
page, so her majesty might let the boy to live. Which she did.
SHAKSPER
You changed your name for the boy?
DE VERE
I did what her majesty demanded. And so I chose a very odd and telling name.
SHAKSPER
Hey.
DE VERE
“Will shake a spear!” The old jousting chant! Pallas Athena. And I had them add the
hyphen just so all would smell the deception.
(looking to the audience)
But apparently they never did.
SHAKSPER
(looking at the audience)
I guess they don't smell good.
DE VERE
(turning to Shaksper)
I never anticipated such a one as you would come along to grab the glory. But all is well,
I suppose. Enough people knew. Now, let me buy those drinks.
SHAKSPER
You're alright, milord. For a lord. You know that?
DE VERE
Why thank you, William. You're alright yourself.

84.
They slowly start to leave together.
SHAKSPER
You may be quick with a pen, milord, but you know those wondrous smart paintings of
her majesty? And Raleigh and Drake?
DE VERE
By Nicholas Hilliard?
SHAKSPER
I painted them!
DE VERE
You?
SHAKSPER
Oh yes! I was very busy in those days. You see, since I never really writ, I dabbled a bit
with the paint-stick.
DE VERE
Brush.
SHAKSPER
Brush, yes, brush! You see, when I was a young fellow, shoveling pig dung and chasing
after Harriet Stubbs, I used to fancy myself with the paint stick. And one day I dropped
the stick into the pig dung, and then I swirled it around a bit, and lo and behold...
They are gone.
CURTAIN.

